Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting
Held at The Civic Hall, Uppermill, 
On Monday 27th July 2026

There were present:                Cllrs B Beeley (Chair)	
				S Al-Hamdani	M Birchall 
				H Bishop	R Blackmore 	
				A Duncan	J Garner
				P Gaul		K Phillips		
				P Walsh	B Witt

To receive apologies for Absence: Cllrs K Barton, K Dawson, L Dawson, A Marland, M Powell,
G Sheldon, L Thompson, A Wrigley. 
	
Absent:  Cllr   L. Adamson

The Chair, Cllr Barbara Beeley, welcomed Councillors to the meeting. 

3864. Declarations of Interest - None were declared

3865. To Receive Public Questions – None were received

3866. Chair’s Urgent Business
Cllr Beeley reminded Councillors of the Chairman’s Charity Fundraiser Strawberry Tea in the Civic Hall Tuesday 28th July from 2pm and of her Civic Service which takes place on Sunday 6th September at 2pm at Uppermill Methodist Church. 

3867. Presentation by Sergeant Andrew Holian (GMP).
Sergeant Holian had sent his apologies to the Clerk as he was attending to an emergency situation. It will be rearranged for a future Council meeting.

3868. Correspondence 
The Chair shared a response from the Link regarding the Parish Councils’ request for a banking hub in Saddleworth. They advised they must treat every village separately and not as a whole area. They also advised that HM Treasury has appointed Richard Lloyd OBE, to chair an independent review into the impact of decreasing access to face- to- face banking on consumers, vulnerable communities and small businesses; the review is due to be presented to the Government in October 2026.
It was agreed the Clerk would contact Mr Lloyd’s team directly and submit the Council’s views as soon as possible, copying in Debbie Abrahams, MP.  Proposed Cllr Blackmore, seconded Cllr Garner, carried. 

The Chair shared a response from United Utilities in response to the Parish Council’s request to be included in meetings of the Dovestone Partnership. The Clerk advised she was yet to receive a response from the RSPB and would follow this up.  Cllr Bishop advised the RSPB were now responsible for the car park, although OMBC are still responsible for the highway leading to the reservoir. 
Councillors were unhappy with the response received from United Utilities and after some discussion it was agreed the Clerk would escalate this to Louise Beardmore at United Utilities. They have already agreed to attend the Council meeting in October to provide an update. 
It was agreed the Clerk would share electronic copies of these two items of correspondence.
3869.	To approve and confirm as a correct record the Draft Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 22nd June 2026
The arrangements for Yorkshire Day were discussed. (post meeting note, Cllr Beeley shared a copy of the arrangements to all Councillors 28 July). 
Cllr Beeley advised that it had been agreed that for next year the Parish Council, Saddleworth Rotary Club and Saddleworth Round Table would work together to facilitate it. 
The minutes were then accepted as a true record and signed at the meeting by the Chair. Proposed Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded Cllr Bishop, carried. 

3870.  To note the minutes of the Strategic Planning Committee Meeting held on 25th June 2026
Cllr Al-Hamdani updated Councillors on the Neighbourhood Plan progress; a consultation will be arranged via Oldham Council once the Inspector’s report is accepted. 
The minutes were then proposed by Cllr Witt, seconded Cllr Garner and accepted. 

3871. To note the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 6th July 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Beeley, seconded by Cllr Blackmore and accepted. 

3872. To note the minutes of the Environment Committee Meeting held on 7th July 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Bishop, seconded by Cllr Garner and accepted. 

3873. To note the minutes of the Communications Committee Meeting held on 8th July 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr Bishop, seconded by Cllr Duncan and accepted. 

3874.To note the minutes of the Assets Management Committee meeting held on 21st July 2026
These minutes will be presented at the next meeting of the Council. 

3875.To note the minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on 23rd July (to follow
These minutes will be presented at the next meeting of the Council. 

3876. Parish Council Administrator Position - to formally agree the Conditional Offer made following interviews
The Clerk was asked to give Councillors a resume of the recruitment process conducted by the Staffing Committee and the subsequent conditional offer of employment made. After some discussion, Councillors formally agreed to the conditional offer of employment made to Ms Lynch. The Clerk advised the aim was for her to take up post on 17th August 2026 subject to satisfactory clearance and references. 
Proposed Cllr Bishop, seconded Cllr Blackmore, carried. 

3877. Civic Hall Solar Power – to formally agree to proceed in principle
A report had been shared prior to the meeting which was summarised by Cllr Garner; the task and finish group narrowed the suppliers down to a final list of 3; various aspects were considered, including how long it would take to recover the cost involved, whether to include battery storage to cover times of high energy need, whether we can supply and charge the National Grid for any surplus – plus the quality of the workmanship and reputation of the companies. The group eventually chose NPS of Royton who have carried out similar projects for local authorities, village halls and Oldham Athletic, among others. This decision was approved in principle at the last environment committee meeting. The cost, including VAT, is £95,644 and the payback period has been calculated at 7.7 years. 
Cllr Al-Hamdani explained the intention of taking out a Public Works Loan to fund this.  One current PWLB loan which was taken out some time ago for the Civic Hall extension project will be completed in September this year. The Finance Committee expect that the new monthly payments will not be in excess of the current monthly payment, and we will also be saving money on our energy bills going forward. 
It was also suggested the Clerk contact Saddleworth Hydro to ascertain whether there may be some possible funding available.
After some more discussion, Councillors formally agreed to proceed in principle. Proposed Cllr Garner, seconded Cllr Phillips, carried. 

3878. Update on the Network Rail Inquiry
Cllr Al-Hamdani advised shared information regarding the draft final version of the Statement of Common Ground; that there were originally 11 areas in dispute, and common ground had been reached in 4 of these areas so far. He advised there was no date yet for the Inspector’s report to be released; and that the Inspector was engaged and constructive throughout the process. This was then discussed. 
Cllr Phillips asked about the hire charges for NR for the hall for the 4 week period. The Clerk advised that once all costs had been covered, we expected the net income received to be just under £20,000. Cllr Bishop asked how much income was lost regarding offering discounts to the regular hirers. The Clerk explained as there was much disruption to their schedules, and they had been extremely accommodating, she had agreed some discounted sessions and some sessions free of charge. However, she expected the loss of income to only be around £500-600.
Cllr Garner advised that it would be the Secretary of State who would make the decision on behalf of the Inspector. 

3879.   Year End Accounts 2025-2026

· To receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report (certificate)
· AGAR Section 1, to approve and sign the Annual Governance Statement for 2025-2026
· AGAR Section 2 – To consider, approve and sign the Accounting Statements for 2025-2026

Cllr. Al-Hamdani thanked the RFO for his work on these. He advised the Audit confirmed that the council’s system of internal controls is in place and adequate for the purpose intended and effective apart from some points which were highlighted. They had been noted and had either been actioned or were ongoing, ie the claiming back of VAT which is a long and involved process. He advised that the process of claiming back VAT for the first year 2021-2 was complete and work was ongoing on the final three years.
 The late submission was also discussed; Cllr Al-Hamdani advised that there were many Parish Councils in the same position, but we were still aiming to be 100% compliant, and the Finance Committee are looking into how this can be achieved going forward.
Cllr Bishop advised the Finance Committee are pushing ahead with the software package which will resolve these issues, and that an implementation plan was being worked on. 

 The reports were proposed by Cllr. Al-Hamdani, seconded by Cllr. Blackmore and accepted.

3880. Accounts for Payment: 	June 2026	 Income £7,446.00;   Expenditure £22,806.77 
The accounts were proposed by Cllr Al-Hamdani, seconded by Cllr Phillips and accepted.
 Payments List, see appendix 1 

Date of the next meeting:  Monday 28th September 2026 at 7.30pm 






	Appendix 1
	June 2026 Payments
	
	
	

	Bank Date
	Supplier
	Details
	Code 
	 Amount £ 

	02-Jun-26
	EASY WEB SITES 
	Website Management Fee x2 - 6/26
	440
	62.76

	04-Jun-26
	POST OFFICE - LF SERVICES
	Vac Repair - Deposit in Cash
	307
	5.00

	05-Jun-26
	POST OFFICE
	Stamps
	107
	90.00

	08-Jun-26
	CAPRICORN SECURITY
	Horns of Ibiza - 2/5/26
	318
	342.00

	08-Jun-26
	VIKING STATIONERY
	Stationery 
	105
	139.10

	08-Jun-26
	NAT ALLOTMENT SOC
	Subscriptions 5/6/26 - 4/6/27
	119
	84.00

	08-Jun-26
	DAVE TALBOT-CEDAR
	Civic Hall Grass Cutting - 22/5/26
	307
	80.00

	08-Jun-26
	PURE-TECH UK
	Water/Legionella Monitoring 4/26
	307
	69.00

	08-Jun-26
	SEFTONS 
	Payroll - 5/26
	161
	48.00

	08-Jun-26
	AMBERGAS 
	Civic Hall Bar - Gas x2 
	307
	38.40

	08-Jun-26
	INFINITY IT
	Remote Support - 4/26
	110
	27.00

	08-Jun-26
	STAFF EXPENSES
	Office Coffee
	169
	18.49

	09-Jun-26
	STAFF EXPENSES
	Cleaning Consumables 
	306
	7.15

	11-Jun-26
	BRITISH GAS BUSINESS
	Electricity - 23/4/26 - 21/5/26
	302
	939.18

	11-Jun-26
	MBHARRINGTON 
	N8N Burial -  Wed 3/6/26
	203
	360.00

	11-Jun-26
	STAFF EXPENSES
	Network Rail - Coffee/Tea/Sugar/Xtn Lead (Refreshments charged to NWR) 
	190
	214.00

	11-Jun-26
	STAFF EXPENSES
	R&R Cons - Decorating Mtls / Weed Killer
	307
	113.50

	11-Jun-26
	STAFF EXPENSES
	Estate Mileage x 3
	102
	12.10

	11-Jun-26
	BUCKLE J SON 
	Dawsons Field & Red Row grass cuts x2 5/26
	433
	220.00

	11-Jun-26
	GREENFIELD PUBLISHING
	Monthly Advert - 6/26
	441
	98.40

	11-Jun-26
	UNIVERSAL LAUNDRY
	Chair's lunch- M 11/5/26- Recharged to Chair's Charity
	306
	33.07

	11-May-26
	CHAIR'S CHARITY
	Chair's lunch- M 11/5/26- Cash received from Chair's Charity 
	306
	(33.00)

	11-Jun-26
	STAFF EXPENSES
	Network Rail - Sundries - Milk / Biscuits (Refreshments charged to NWR) 
	190
	9.50

	12-Jun-26
	SALARIES 
	Admin - 6/26
	103
	4,957.59

	12-Jun-26
	SALARIES 
	Civic  - 6/26
	301
	5,272.61

	15-Jun-26
	OMBC 
	General Rates - Civic Hall
	304
	1,009.00

	15-Jun-26
	OMBC 
	Refuse collection
	308
	334.35

	15-Jun-26
	OMBC 
	Rates - Cemetery
	211
	44.00

	15-Jun-26
	WATER PLUS 
	Water 5/26 (to 25/5/26)
	321
	429.59

	16-Jun-26
	EDF ENERGY 
	Gas - 4/26
	303
	283.72

	17-Jun-26
	OMBC
	Pest Control
	308
	31.35

	19-Jun-26
	CAPRICORN SECURITY
	Saddleworth Ballet School / Emily Turner - Dance Show 16+17/5/26
	318
	250.80

	19-Jun-26
	CAPRICORN SECURITY
	Steve Henshall - Ikigai Submission Grappling Event - 23/5/26
	318
	729.60

	19-Jun-26
	COMMERCE BUSINESS
	SPC - Copier/Printer Usage 
	105
	177.92

	19-Jun-26
	COMMERCE BUSINESS
	Network Rail - Copier / Printer Delivery & Rental
	190
	330.00

	19-Jun-26
	INFINITY IT
	Office 365 Back Up x7 Renewal - 31/5/26 - 1/6/27
	110
	302.40

	19-Jun-26
	JWS ELECTRICAL 
	LED Panel - New fitted in Office / Existing moved to Council Chamber
	312
	168.00

	19-Jun-26
	STAFF EXPENSES
	Estate Mileage 17/6/26
	102
	13.30

	19-Jun-26
	STAFF EXPENSES
	Network Rail - Milk (Refreshments charged to NWR) 
	190
	1.85

	19-Jun-26
	STAFF EXPENSES
	Glass Cleaner
	306
	5.00

	19-Jun-26
	STAFF EXPENSES
	Network Rail - Milk (Refreshments charged to NWR) 
	190
	1.85

	22-Jun-26
	HMRC 
	Tax & NI - Admin - 5/26
	103
	1,921.41

	22-Jun-26
	HMRC 
	Tax & NI - Civic - 5/26
	301
	1,057.14

	26-Jun-26
	SHORROCK TRICHEM
	Hygiene - 5/26
	316
	158.14

	29-Jun-26
	UK SAFETY MANAGEMENT
	Annual PAT testing
	307
	246.12

	29-Jun-26
	ELCONS HR/LAW 
	HR/Legal Consultancy (44) - 6/26
	120
	121.20

	29-Jun-26
	STAFF EXPENSES
	Estate Mileage 24/6/26
	102
	9.35

	29-Jun-26
	INFINITY IT
	Office 365 Annual Subs - Chris Lees/KP 6/26
	110
	7.20

	30-Jun-26
	GMPF 
	Pensions - Admin - 6/26
	103
	1,033.93

	30-Jun-26
	GMPF 
	Pensions - Civic - 6/26
	301
	821.50

	30-Jun-26
	PURE-TECH UK LTD
	Water/Legionella Monitoring 5/26
	307
	69.00

	30-Jun-26
	NAT WEST 
	Bank Charges 28/2/26 - 29/5/26
	168
	41.20

	
	
	
	
	          22,806.77 
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